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Last week I started a message on, I guess it's a two-part message, but last week we talked on the difference between bondage and legalism. And today I'd like to continue in that in knowing the difference between freedom and liberty. So as a recap, before we dive in, make sure you have your word here because that's what we do. As a recap, bondage and legalism are both forms of slavery but on opposite sides of the spectrum.
Bondage is the spiritual change in the soul that you cannot unshackle. They pull you like a leash to the same sin. You're not in control of the substance or of the evil spirit that has control of your soul. And we're talking about this because the spirit of might is here. The spirit of might is longing to reveal Himself to you. Now that is the Holy Spirit. We know that the Holy Spirit is 7 in one, as in the same as you. are seven parts in one. You have a head, you have 4 limbs, right? That's 5. You have a front and a back, that's six and seven.
So in the same way that a man and a woman have 7 individual parts, if you would, but they make a whole person. (In the) spirit realm (Holy Spirit) is seven spirits. We don't know what they look like. It's the spirit realm, but it's the Holy Spirit. He is holy. He is seven, complete. We read about the seven spirits of God in Isaiah 11. The spirit of wisdom and revelation, the spirit of counsel, and the spirit of might. The spirit of the knowledge of the Lord, and the spirit of the fear of the Lord, and the spirit that comes upon thee, the Holy Spirit.
And so when He wants to reveal the spirit of might, it's just like you're revealing a name or a face of God. We know God as Jehovah Jireh. You know God as Emmanuel. You know God as the captain of your salvation. You know God as El Elohim, high and exalted one. But so when we say the spirit of might is here, yes, it's the Holy Spirit, but it's a specific part about Him that He is wanting to reveal, His might.
And so when the spirit of might comes, you have to know why you need it. If I am an investor and I come, hi, I invest things for you and you go, great, I have no need of you. Or do you go, okay, what do I need to know about you that you can help me? So when God comes and introduces Himself to you, it's for you. It's for you to know Him in that place, to know Him as the spirit of might. He doesn't just give His names out like a business card. He gives His names to those He's in relationship with.
All of the names of God that are revealed in the Bible are to those that He was in relationship with that He revealed His face to. He revealed His face to those who loved Him, who sought His face, who wanted to know Him. That's why we have the names of Yahweh and Jehovah Jireh and Jehovah Nissi and Baal Perazim, God of the breakthrough, because there is one of our family, of our forefathers of the faith that encountered the face of God and said, this is who He is to us.
He introduced Himself to Moses as, I am jealous. Well, you need to understand how jealous He is of you when you are in bondage. When something is tugging at your knees to bow down to something else, He's not mad at you. He's angry at what is making that happen. Because that's how jealousy works. You don't get mad at the person that's done it. You get mad at the thing that made that person get it. That's how natural jealousy works in its impure form, but God is pure jealous.
God says, I am jealous for you. I see what takes your eyes off of me. I see what you bow down to and I hate the thing that you're bowing down to. I don't hate you. I hate it. I am pure jealous and I am going to do whatever it takes to destroy that thing that causes you to bow down. Because I'm in love with you. Because your eyes were meant to look at me. Your heart was meant to bow down to me. Your heart was created for that adoration for me.
And when the spirit of bondage tugs you down, He is pure jealous and He's pure might to see His bride His. Do you understand? This is why you have to understand it. Because when the spirit of might introduces Himself, you go, what do I need that for? You have to look in your own soul. That is the whole walk of faith is to see your own soul. and to see it become set free into Christ likeness day by day. Christ likeness, the likeness of Jesus. Most of all, I want the likeness of Jesus.
bondage is the spiritual change in the soul that you cannot unshackle. They pull you like a leash to the same sin. Legalism is where we enslave ourselves through means of good intentions. But in the spirit realm, we still aren't free. We talked about how legalism has an image of freedom and may look like you're free, but it's like looking at a bird in a cage. They can move and they can flutter around, but they aren't truly living as free as a bird.
How do we build these walls of legalism? It's our own inner vows and judgments. You read that in Luke. They create the walls of a jail cell in the soul. Let's finish this here in Romans, reminder as Romans 7. Before we go on to our second part here, let's go to Colossians 2 first. Sorry. Colossians 2, we talked about, this is where we ended last time on legalism, Colossians 2, verse 20, and we'll go till 23. Colossians chapter 2, verse 20.
Therefore, if you died with Christ, from the basic principles of the world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations? That's legalism. And we talked about that. If you have died with Christ, we see sometimes that we go too far and that Christ has set us free. It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. We've read that. We'll read it again today. But when we see that He is free, then we put up guardrails in our own flesh to keep us out of that same sin.
First is all Christ did whenever He healed a leper, whenever He forgave the adulteress, whenever He forgave Simon. He didn't say, now put up these things so that you never do that again. Right? He said, follow Me. He makes it very simple. Just follow Me. Just follow Me. Even the 10 lepers that He heals, He heals all the 10 lepers. He did not require them to come back to Him. He didn't require them to come back and follow Him, but one said, I'm going to go follow the Lord. I'm going to go thank Jesus for what He has done for me.
His mercy is for all. His mercy is going to set all of you free. But then the choice is we think I can set up my own guardrails and submit to those regulations so that I never fall into that sin so that the next time I see Jesus, He'll see how holy I am. That's that mindset. Or just follow Him. Where the Son is, there's the Father. And where the Father is, there's the Son. That's the simplicity of the narrow way. And when you're with Him, you'll always be free. When you're with Him, you'll always have the empowerment that you need. You understand?
Do not submit to regulations. Verse 21: “Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle,” which all concern things which perish with the using, according to the commandments and the doctrines of men. These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility, and the neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh. That's legalism.
But remember, the good news is Romans 7. Let's go to Romans 7. Near the end of it, almost to Romans 8. We're going to be in verse 22. Romans 7:22: “For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man.” In my spirit man, in my soul, I delight in the law of God. “But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind and bringing me into captivity,” that's bondage, “to the law of sin which is in my members. O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?” Who will deliver us?
I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, we are delivered. We are set free from all bondage and from all legalism. That's the good news. Say, that's the good news. Yeah. That is the faith that you walk in.

