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This morning we're going to talk about, “Seek Impact.” Kevin started with Matthew chapter ten, verse seven, “And proclaim as you go, saying, ‘the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” So, “the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” I am in the ESV, and Matthew chapter ten, verse sixteen, says, “Behold I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. So be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.” “Seek impact.” “So as you go, the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” But, as you go out, “I am sending you out to be as wise as a serpent.” Some translations say, “as shrewd as a serpent, and innocent as doves.” That's what we're going to talk about. Yes, seek the impact of the Holy Spirit. 

First off, you must be the landing pad of the Holy Ghost. If the Holy Ghost is a rocket ship, you need to be the place that it lands. If the Holy Ghost is a missile, you need to be the target or the bull's eye that it is going to hit. If you are the temple of the living God, then you need to be the place where His smoke is filling. Seek the impact of the Holy Spirit. Be an open vessel that He can pour into, as we've heard. Seek the impact of His touch, seek the impact of His breath, seek the impact of His love, seek the impact of His voice to your heart, to your Spirit. Seek impact. Seek impact. That takes time. 

There is a dangerous word. I guess it's a phrase. It's one of the most dangerous things a Christian can say, “That was them.” We read the stories of Elisha, and we read the stories of Jesus. That's always the most dangerous when you say, “Well, that was Him,” right? “Jesus did that, well, that was Him.” Elisha did that. “Well, that was him.” It's crippling. It cripples the Holy Spirit. It's crippling, because you have closed off your heart from seeking the impact of that person who allowed the Holy Spirit to do it in them. You have created a roadblock. You have grieved the Holy Spirit. You have shut Him down from doing the same thing in you that Elisha, or Samson, or David, or Jesus Himself, allowed the Holy Spirit to do in them. So, when you hear that it was Him, there has to be a deliverance. There has to be something that removes that. Right? As we grow in the house of the Lord, and as you grow with Jesus. You realize we've talked a lot about sacrifice, and it is necessary, as a Christian. It is necessary to understand a lifestyle of sacrifice. But, as you fall more in love with Jesus, you realize that the cost is not necessarily your time. The cost is how your fire and your love and your zeal for Jesus impacts those that you love around you. So, this is a more mature thing in that, right? Like, if my wife wants to spend time with me, I don't care if it offends you. I'm going to go be with her, because I'm in love with her. You see, if your wife or your husband calls saying, “Hey, we're going out tonight.” You say, “Well, I'm shutting down all my appointments. I'm going out tonight with her.” That hurts those that probably made an appointment with me, but it's not hard. It's not a cost for me to go out with her, but I am aware of that sacrifice hurts those that I've said “yes,” to. 

We've read this with the manifest presence of God, with Walter Butler, right? He would have people over for dinner. While sitting at his table, God goes, “I really want to be with you tonight.” He gets up and says, “Well, sorry, everybody, but God's asked me to be with Him. So you can eat, then shut the door behind you.” He literally does that, and it is offensive. It's like, “You did what? Why would you do that? That is so rude.” So, that's the cost that you will pay with your wives, and with your kids. If God or Jesus asks you to fast, if you're by yourself and you are not married and you have no kids, it's easy. “It's just me and you God.” Yet, there is a scripture in First Corinthians, chapter seven that says, I wish that all of the married would live as if they were single with the Lord. It offends the heart, because you do care about the one you said, “yes,” to, and there is a reward there. Yet the love of Jesus is not a sacrifice for those that are in love with Him. This is a mature thing, because the cost as you get older in your walk with the Lord, not as in physical age, but in your spiritual age, is what you're more aware of. Because, you love the Bride. You love the family of God. You love the house of God. The cost becomes more of how it hurts them. When God calls you, or when God asks you to fast, you think of, how it's going to affect your wife. It's going to affect your time with your kids. It might even affect birthday parties that are coming up. It's going to affect Thanksgiving, so it better be only a three week fast. Those things are real. Then we start putting consequences on the ask of God. We start dictating the terms of a relationship with Him, and that's the real cost as we get older in the faith. It's easy if we were by ourselves, but when we are in a family, the hurt or the sacrifice is more of how we feel it’s going to affect others. It starts in the home with spouses. They understand that when God calls the husband or the wife away, it cannot offend because they are the first love. Jesus is our first love. He is the first love, and He will supply all of those things that were lost in Him. You cannot take on the burden of their hurt. That's where we get in trouble. When I take on the burden of other people's feelings, or when I take on the burden of my wife or my kids’ feelings to follow Jesus, then I'm taking on the burden that I should have just given to Him. Saying, that “I'm going with you, and I trust you to take care of them. I trust you to deal with their heart. I trust you to see it.” This is what can stunt our growth, because we are now putting stipulations on a relationship with God, instead of seeking His impact in our lives. Seek impact. Yes, be impacted by God. Be impacted by the Spirit of God. Be impacted by the words of God. Be impacted by God. Be impacted by the Spirit of God. Be impacted by the words of God. Wow. 

Ephesians, chapter one, verses seventeen through nineteen, which we prayed twice last night is a high apostolic prayer. That is seeking the impact of God. It is saying, “I am open, and I am allowing you to come and impact me, fill me, lavish me, reveal to me, open the eyes of my understanding, surpass my knowledge that I have right now, and impact me, Holy Spirit.”

God is sending you out so seek to impact lives. Once you have been impacted by the Holy Spirit and He has filled you, then it's not just stay fat and be filled up. It is to impact. We are being freely given, to freely give. We have been freely given, to freely give. We have been freely given, to freely give. 

Joshua chapter one, verse three, says,”Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon, I have given to you.” Now, I don't walk where you walk. Okay? I don't walk where you walk. So, every place that God has given to you is where you walk with the sole of your feet. So, seek impact in that place. Where are you walking? Where are you working? Where are you walking as a mama? In the house of God, in your own house, and in your grocery store as well. Now, we all do curbside, so maybe not, I don't know, right? “Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon, I have given to you.” 

Seek the place that you tread upon. This is the question. Okay. The question is not, how do I bring these people and this business to the church? That's not the question. Say, “No, that is not the question.” The question is not, how do I get all of these people and this business that I'm walking through every day to the church? Is that the question, no? What is the question? How do I build God's church here? How do I build God's church here? How do I build God's church here? Kevin has told us that he can't openly say the name of Jesus in the workplace, but we have to figure out how we are going to build God's church anyway. Seek impact. Do you understand what is not the question? How do I bring these people and this business to the church? That is not the question. What is the question? How do I build God's church here? Yes, how do you do that? You have to “Be as wise as a serpent and innocent as a dove. I am sending you out to be as shrewd as a serpent and innocent as a dove.” That means you have to look to strike, but you get out. You have to look to strike, then when they look at who struck, they see a dove. You say, “Well, that's deceitful.” No, Jesus said this. I didn't say that. This is Jesus. Okay, it's not deceitful. But, you have to look to strike. You have to be deliberate. A snake does not have any excess movement, because it has to save its energy. It gets its energy from the sun, because it’s cold blooded. You understand. You have to look to strike. You have to be deliberate. You have to think ahead. You have to be shrewd, okay.

Last night, we were outside pretty late at my house, and my dog does not like doves. Say, “Bo doesn't like doves.” Well, doves are loud. Did you know doves are loud? Yes. They start flapping and there goes Bo. Doves are floundering. Doves plop on the bird feeder and spill it everywhere. Doves are not shrewd and cunning, or know what they're doing. So, you have to look to strike, being as wise as a serpent, but innocent as a dove.

There is no barrier when you really want to impact souls. You ready a roadblock and it is not the end of the road. A roadblock is not the end of the road. Do you believe that? What does that mean? That means that we give up quick. “Oh, they prohibited us. Oh, thank God. Can't do Jesus here.” But, if you really want to impact souls, there is no there is no barrier to building God's church. A road block is not the end of the road. You just find another road. You find another way. You go a different route. “You have to be as wise as a serpent and innocent as a dove.” 

“I didn't know that. I didn't know I couldn't go through the field. Oh, I didn't know that the dirt road was not available.” This is what it looks like if you really want to impact, seek impact. Addicts will figure out a way to get the high. The disciples of Jesus figured out a way to impact souls. Right? The Moravians have such a testimony, where they prayed for years and decades to be sent out to make an impact. God broke them. For eighty years, they were just praying, praying and praying. It took decades of prayer to make an impact. God said, “I know how you're going to do it.” They go, “How.” He said, “You're going to sell yourselves as slaves, and be a slave in the slave trade, to save the slaves in those ships.” ‘Oh, wait, you know that's a roadblock, God.’ That's a roadblock, but remember, ‘a roadblock is not the end of the road.” They were missionaries to slaves. There's no documentation of how many they saved, because who's going to document that in the 1500 and 1600s? Only God knows the real impact of somebody who gave up their name, gave up their house, gave up their future and gave it up to become a slave, just to save souls. Just to impact souls. Seek impact. 

The question is not, “How do I get these people to Grant and Brandy? The question is, “How do I build God's church here? Because, I don't walk where you walk. I don't step in the places that you step foot in. Seek impact in those places. Yes, alright, addicts will figure out a way to get the impact in uncommon places. Can we meet in the basement? Can we meet in this unused conference room, that I never see anybody use? Use uncommon times. Can we meet at 5am? Can we meet at 12pm? Can we meet at 11:30pm? When can we meet at uncommon times? I've done that with people. “Hey, I'll meet with you at 5:30.” Then, if I really want to meet with you…, okay, but I'm willing. I want to make an impact. I will meet with you early. I will meet with you later. I will figure this out. I will figure this out, because I want to make an impact by uncommon methods, right? I'm not telling you to sell yourself into slavery. That is an uncommon method, for those that love Jesus. They said, “Yeah, I have to impact souls here. I have to seek impact of the Holy Spirit." Yes, are you with me.? Are you guys following me up there in the sound booth? I don't know if they're following me up there. 

Okay, you're following me in uncommon deliveries. You have to deliver it a different way. This is Kevin's problem, “I can't say the name of Jesus.” Okay, well, in North Korea, they can't either. But, the Church is exploding in North Korea, because they can pray in uncommon ways. There's no church saying, “You can't say it like that. You have to say it, “in the name of Jesus.” The North Korean Church goes, “I didn't know that. I'm just praying to the God Omnipotent.”
I can say it that way. “Omnipotent, leader of my heart, I'm so thankful, that you are here and that you deliver us in all these ways. I'm praying that you would show up.” They do it on the street, because it's an uncommon delivery. God knows the heart. It's the spirit of it, right? David Hogan says it all the time. “I did it the unorthodox way because you weren't there.” Praise God. We didn't tell him not to do it that way. But, the Holy Spirit will tell you how to do it, if you really want to make the impact. If you really are seeking impact, He will tell you how to do it. How do I build God's Church here? I won't be there to say that's not how you do it. Okay, “Seek God. Make sure it's sound doctrine. Make sure it's in the love of God. Make sure it's full of the Holy Spirit.” He does the rest. Yeah, seek impact. You're doing good. 

“Can I ride along with you?” Right? One of the most impactful ways that this nation was built on the Word of God was because there were preachers that would ride on horses. Cowboy preachers, who were called “Circuit Riders.” They had to make an impact. Saying, “I don't care if they come to me, but I'm going to come to you. I'm going to ride this circuit.” Actually one of my great, great uncles rode up in the north in the Dakotas. Pretty amazing. I wish I knew more about him, but he was obviously one of those that history didn't write about. “Can you ride along? Can I use this unused conference room? Is this library open early mornings, late night? Hey, Whataburger is open 24 hours a day.” In places to walk, say, “Can I walk with you?”
How can I seek impact in your life? 

The concept of being as wise or as shrewd as a serpent charges saints to be deliberate. Always think ahead, look to strike, look to impact quickly and adjust quickly. Be calculative, not deceitful, that’s not what Jesus was saying. Seek wisdom, not allurement. You're not baiting people into the gospel. You're seeking the wisdom on how can I make an impact here? Not trying to allure people or deceive them into the gospel. That's not what Jesus is talking about. He's also saying, be humble and low to the ground like a serpent. Don't get up on your own two feet. Serpents crawl on the ground. They are humble. Humble, because they have no legs to stand on. Be humble and low to the ground, not haughty in your accomplishments. Be as shrewd or as wise as a serpent, but innocent as a dove. Look to strike with godly Christ like effect. Seek impact. 

Let's go to Acts chapter seventeen, verse sixteen. This is an example that Paul gives us in his journey. Paul is in the town of Athens in modern day Greece. Are you ready now? “
“While Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him, as he saw that the city was full of idols. 17) So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be there.” 
Those are two different places, right? So, one is the house of God at the synagogue, and one is in the public square. Every day he did this with those who happen to be there. 
18) “Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, What does this babbler wish to say?’ ‘Others said, ‘He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities’—because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection.’ 19) ‘And they took him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, ‘May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting?’ 20) ‘For you bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to know, therefore, what these things mean.’ 21) Now all the Athenians and foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing something new.” 

Paul was looking to make an impact. Seek impact. How am I going to do this here?

22) “So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagas, said ‘Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious.” 
Shrewd as serpents innocent as doves. 
23) ‘For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I I found also an altar with this inscription: “To the unknown god.’ ‘What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24) ‘The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, 25) nor is He served by human hands, as though He needs anything, since He Himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 26) And He made from one man, every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and boundaries of their dwelling place.” 

That's a whole message in itself.

 27) “That they should seek God.” 

He says, “I am seeking impact.” You should be seeking God. Yes, seek God. 

“And perhaps feel their way toward Him and find Him. Yet He is actually not far from each one of us,” 

Paul is actually quoting one of their poets here.

“In Him, we live and move and have our being.”

He's seeking impact. I'm going to use your teachings to convince you of my God, that's persuasion. They are like, “Who is this babbler who has no idea what he's talking about. Oh, he actually knows one of us. Oh, he's actually studied. Oh, actually he's a learned man. It's called persuasion. It's not a bad thing. I'm seeking impact. Seeking impact. Yes, 

“In Him, we live and move and have our being,” ‘as even some of your own poets have said.
“For we are indeed His offspring.”29) “Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and the imagination of man. 30) “The times of ignorance, God overlooked, but now He commands all people everywhere to repent, 31) because He has fixed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom He has appointed, and of this, He has given assurance to all by raising Him from the dead.” 

There's a massive phrase. 

32) “Now, when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked. But others said, “We will hear you again about this.” 33) So Paul went out from their midst. 34) ‘But some men joined him and believed. 

He's all there by himself. He's waiting for Silas. He's waiting for Luke to come and join him. He's waiting for Timothy. He goes, I'm going to make an impact. Holy Spirit teaches you have to do it this way in Athens. You have to do it with persuasion in the home of Aristotle, author of, “The Art of Persuasion,” written by him hundreds of years before this. God says, “You can seek impact this way.” He does.

34) “But some men joined him and believed, among whom also were Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman named Damaris and others with them.”

Acts, chapter eighteen, 1) After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2) And he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, recently come from Italy with his wife, Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. And he went to see them. 3) And because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them and worked, for they were tent makers by trade. 4) “And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and tried to persuade Jews and Greeks.” 

It changes. He's in a new town. He's in a new place. He doesn't go and make speeches. He 
makes tents. I'm going to relate to these people by working and serving them as a tent maker. Oh, I'm seeking an impact. How do I build God's church in Corinth? I'm going to be a merchant. When I make tents, I can go sell them in the marketplace. When they come and get the tents in the marketplace, I can get them. Then in my free time, I'm going to go teach in the synagogue, and I'm going to try to persuade the Jews there. I'm going to get the Greeks in their own marketplace. Seek impact. Seek impact. Seek impact. It wasn't the same every place. He didn't do the same thing in every town. In the town of Berea, there were Bible students. The Berean principle is that, “When I tell you something, you should be looking up that reference to make sure that I'm telling you the truth, because that's what the Bereans did.” Everything that Paul said, they were like, “I'm going to look that up.” He saved a bunch of them because they saw, “You know what, you are, right?” They were studiers of the word. Isn't that amazing, but then he had to be a teacher. He had to be a teacher of the word, amen. Seek impact. 

God wants to produce spiritual sons of high character in a low character society. The bar is not very high right now in our current society. It's not hard to be considered of high character. But, your bar is not to be higher than the bar of society. Your bar is not to just be better than the low bar around you. Your bar is Jesus. There's your standard. Our standard is that bar. No matter how low the bar of character in society gets, His is not buoyant. His doesn't float on the tide. It stays. It is the plumb line. It is the plumb line that builds a house straight. Do you understand? The bar is not very high, but Jesus's standard is your calling. His standard is the measuring stick of our lives. It is the standard of your rewards at His judgment seat. 

The fear of the Lord is on it, because He's not going to ask you, “Well, were you the best of your era, of the millennials, of the Generation X?” No, He's not going to judge us according to our standards of the times. He's going to judge us according to His son. He is going to give you rewards according to, “Did you have the character of Him? Because, “Have you met My Son, Jesus, He's the best. I love Him. I am so pleased with Him. How He did everything was excellent. Did you learn it His way? Did you do it His way? Did you have the attitude He had?” This is your standard in the kingdom. 

Second Corinthians, chapter five, verse nine through ten. “So whether we are at home,” that means in heaven, or away, that means here on the earth, we make it our aim to please Him. Him is the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, means whether we're in heaven or whether we are away, we make it our aim to please the Lord. 10) For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.” That's your standard. 

Second John, chapter one, verse eight says, “Watch yourselves, so that you may not lose what we have worked for, but may win a full reward.” Watch yourself, and seek impact. But, how do you make an impact? Through the high character of Jesus in a low character society? Watch yourselves, beware, “so that you may not lose what we have worked for, but may win a full reward.” 

Titus, chapter two, verses one through eight, in the New English Translation. “But as for you, communicate the behavior that goes with sound teaching.” 

This is the high character that I'm talking about. I am communicating to you Garden Gathering, the behavior that goes with sound teaching. 

2) “Older men are to be temperate, dignified.” 

They are not to be carrying an attitude of poverty or lack. They're not to be carrying an attitude of rejection or depression, but carry an attitude of “We are dignified in the righteousness of God.” Wow, don't hold your head down. Know who you are in Christ. 

“Temperate and dignified, self controlled, sound in faith, sound in love and in endurance. 

3) “Older women likewise are to exhibit behavior fitting for those who are holy, not slandering, not slaves to excessive drinking, but teaching what is good. 4) In this way, they will train the younger women to love their husbands to love their children, 5) to be self controlled, to be pure, fulfilling their duties at home, to be kind, being subject to their own husbands, so that the message of God may not be discredited. 6) Encourage younger men likewise, to be self controlled, 7) showing yourself to be an example of good works in every way.
 
High character in a low character society.

“In your teaching show integrity,” What you see is what you get. My yes will be yes, and my no will be no. What else, “dignity, and high character.

8) and a sound message that cannot be criticized, so that any opponent will be at a loss because he has nothing evil to say about us.” 

Us, not just me, not just you, Titus, but us, the family of God. High character in a low character society. God wants to produce spiritual sons in this. If you are going to seek impact, this is the way to do it, yes. This is the high character. We're doing good.

Romans chapter twelve, verse nine, English Standard Version, says, “Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil. Hold fast to what is good.” 

Let love be genuine. We use the word, but you have to act the word. Let the actions be genuine. That's what I'm trying to say. Let your actions be genuine. Don't just say things. “Abhor what is evil. Hold fast to what is good. 
10) Love one another with brotherly affection. Out do one another in showing honor. 11)Do not be slothful in zeal. Be fervent in the spirit. Serve the Lord. 12) Rejoice in hope. Be patient in tribulation. Be constant in prayer. 13) Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.” 

Seek it out. Long for it? You got it down. Seek impact. Seek impact. 

14) Bless those who persecute you. Bless and do not curse them. Wow. 15) Rejoice with those who rejoice. Weep with those who weep. 16) Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty.” 
Be as shrewd as serpents, and wise as serpents, right? They're on the ground and innocent as doves. 
“But associate with the lowly.”

But yet, you're to be dignified. Wow. Right, everybody quote, Nancy Hadley. “Do not fear the paradox.” Repeat it with me, “Do not fear the paradox.” You're to associate with the lowly, but be dignified. You are not to take on the mantle of offense and oppression and depression of that homelessness. That spirit that you can associate with the homeless and still have high character. Dignified is not a haughtiness. Dignified is not, “I am greater than thou.” Dignified means, “I am living in the fullness of God, and nothing's going to tear my head down.” Yeah, that will rub the homeless raw, because, “you need to be oppressed. You need to have that garment of weariness on you.” No, “I have the garment of praise, but I love you in this place, and I'm still showing up every day, right? Seek impact in that way. 

Did you think they were really in the mindset of the slaves when the Moravians became slaves? Did they take on the mindset of a slave? They would make no impact if they did that. But, they went in with the mindset of a free man, with the liberty of the Holy Spirit in them, and they would make an impact. How do you act as if you're free, though you are in chains with me? That's what makes impact. 

16) “Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight.”

How often? Never, never, wow. Never be wise in your own sight, never. 

17) “Repay no one evil for evil. But give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all.” 

You have to be deliberate. Give thought. Give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 

18) “If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.” 

God is seeking high character sons. Remember, that's not just gender male. We are all sons of the Kingdom, male and female. He's called us His sons. He's seeking high character sons in a low character society, yes. Seek fulfillment through sacrifice instead of gratifying your soul. This is one thing that you did not know. Say, “I did not know this.” Yeah, the soul is actually truly satisfied by sacrifice. Your soul is actually satisfied when you sacrifice. That fulfillment that you long for, it actually comes when you sacrifice, because God has made us in His image and likeness. He is a God that gives up. He is so full of joy in His giving up. You're in that same image. So, when you give up for someone else, it fulfills you. It fulfills you. Yeah, true fulfillment of one's life rarely comes from the moments we gratify ourselves. Do you know what I'm saying? True fulfillment of one's life rarely comes from the moments that I have gratified myself. But no, I feel truly fulfilled when I gave that. I spent time, and I gave up my summer for that. Those moments that were when I felt so fulfilled. I felt so fulfilled when I gave up what I thought I would want, to do something for someone else. That's what's really satisfied my life. You see it? That's just the bottom line. That’s not even talking about the Kingdom of God. I mean, anybody can do that. They don't have to be a Christian, right? But the success, the joy, the love formed in the soils of sacrifice, produce a deep fulfillment that can't be described. The successes, the joy, the love that is formed in the soils of sacrifice, they have produced a deep fulfillment in the heart that can't be described. This is especially true in marriages. Marriage should be one of the most fulfilling endeavors of Christ you walk in. Learning the heart's fulfillment and the sacrifices of marriage. 

This is a quote. Are you ready for it? 
“Because all the gold in the United States Treasury and all the harp music in heaven, can't equal what happens between a man and a woman with all that growing together in sacrifices and hardships of life. I can't explain it any better than that.” 

John Wayne said this in the movie, McClintock, That’s the truth. Seek fulfillment through sacrifice instead of gratifying your soul, seek impact. 

I have this quote, and I'm going to have a story before we get to the end. Are you ready? 

“A real church has more than ministers, it has missionaries.” This is a quote from the story of 
Ji Peng Yi. “A real church has more than ministers, it has missionaries.” 

This is a story of Ji Peng Yi and a missionary, Samuel Moffett, to the country of Korea before it was split. Ji Peng Yi, when he was a young man, was a hot blooded man. Because of his strong character, he was called upon whenever a stone fight happened with an outside village. One day, Ji Peng Yi went to Missionary Moffett's house with his subordinates and damaged the house they had moved into, by throwing the stones against it. They were brand new missionaries and outsiders. He also injured  Missionary Moffett in the chin by throwing a stone. In addition to this, he damaged the Chei Denghung Church, which was being built. However, the incident in which he attacked Missionary Moffett's chin pressed upon his conscience, and he had a very hard time. One day he met another missionary, W. L. Swallen. The missionary’s similar appearance to Father Moffett made him feel very guilty. In a dream, Jesus came to 
Ji Peng Yi in a dream, and asked him, “Ji Peng, Ji Peng, why do you persecute Me? You will be the man who testifies of Me.” This incident made him repent deeply. After this incident, he went to visit Missionary Swallen and apologized and repented that he had damaged Missionary Moffett's house and hit his chin by throwing stones. He decided to live for God and to become a pastor in order to expedite his wrong behavior. Therefore, Ji Peng Yi moved to Pyongyang from Wansong around 1901 and carried out the office of a helper, and assisting missionaries such as Swallen. He was admitted into the seminary in 1902. The story continues with an account from the first graduation of the seminary by Missionary Moffett’s son, Samuel Moffett. He writes, “Let me tell you that story in a little more detail. It was at the first presbytery meeting that the first seven graduates of the Little Theological Seminary, which had been founded a few years earlier, were ordained. They were awed and a little daunted by thoughts of what this would mean in terms of the spiritual responsibilities this would bring to each of them. Then another thought occurred to them. Just as they were about to come into the meeting. One of them said, “We will be the first Korean ministers of the Korean church. But, a real church has more than ministers. It has missionaries.” They wanted to seek impact. “They looked hard at a burly young man who had come in a little late into their class at the seminary. They said to him, “You stoned the first missionary you ever saw, didn't you?” He hung his head. It was true. It was Ji Peng Yi. Then they told him, “You are going to be our first missionary.” They walked in to be ordained. The moderator of that presbytery, my father, happened to be the very missionary that man had stoned 16 years before. He ordained the man who had stoned him. The church sent him off as their own very first missionary, to a strange island off the southern coast of Japan, where he, in turn, was stoned when he first stood up to preach the gospel.” 

Your mission is to, “Be wise as serpents and innocent as doves and seek to impact.” Make it your mission in His ministry. “You have an anointing from the Holy One. Know it very well.” We change that. It's not a direct quote, but you have an anointing from the Holy One. Know it very well. It's in First John. “You have been anointed by the Holy One, and you have all knowledge.” I've really been feeling that there is a encouragement in the Holy Spirit for those that carry gifts of the Holy Spirit. For this morning, I really feel like He has an impartation, a fresh word, and a fresh fire. As Paula said, a fresh log on that fire. 
The gifts of the Holy Spirit can be found in First Corinthians 12. They are the word of wisdom, the word of knowledge, a gift of faith, gifts of healings (two plurals), working of miracles, gift of prophecy, the gift of discerning of spirits, a gift of helps, a gift of administrations, the gift of various kinds of tongues, and the gift of interpretation of tongues. 

In a moment, I'm going to ask if there are those you that have these gifts. When I say it, you stand up, and we're going to give a fresh impartation. There might be some in here that need to come up and pray over that gift. They carry that gift. That's what we're going to do until we end. Afterwards, if you want more prayer to impart and receive those gifts, you need to have the anointing to make the impact. You will not do it in your own strength. If you really seek to make an impact and build God's church, where the feet of your souls are treading upon, you have to have the Holy Spirit, or else He will not build His church. You won't be building His church. You will be making a form of a religion that is denying His power, which will fall down. But, if you go in the spirit, surrender, not think of yourself more highly than you ought to, and truly humble yourself, as a serpent crawling on the ground, looking to strike, but innocent as a dove, then the power of the Holy Spirit will breathe on you to do. Amen.
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